
       
October 2020

Dear Friends,

We are living in an exceptional time.  The pandemic has rear-
ranged our lives in ways few of us could have ever imagined.  
Despite the uncertainty, disruption, and requirements we cur-
rently live with, Phoebe Needles Center, Inc. continues to pro-
vide programs for people of all ages that are engaging spiritually 
and educationally.  We continue to find creative ways to bring 
people together for meaningful experiences.

Your financial support provides opportunities for so many peo-
ple to experience the peace and serenity of this place nestled 
in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the 
hospitality of our staff, programs for inquiring 
minds, fellowship that comes with being with 
friends old and new, and outdoor youth programs 
that provide a safe space for growth and learning.  

We hope you are aware how much 
your gift really matters to so many 
people!

It is hard to place a 
value on a week of 
summer camp.  Few 
things in our daily 
life create a better 
environment for living in communi-
ty, making new friends, and reac-
quainting with old ones, trying new 
activities designed to push our faith 
and comfort zones, and witnessing 
God’s presence in creation.  For 
some campers, just being outdoors 
for a week opens up a new world 

of discovery.  For others, it is the very real change in self-image 
after rappelling down the side of a 150’ rock face.  Many 
campers benefit simply from being away from home for a week.

Our programs this summer were significantly different in terms 
of their format, but they maintained the core values of Phoebe 
Needles, including our hallmark of more than twenty years 

– building commu-
nity.  We hear so 
often from campers, 
parents, and other 
guests, and I want to 
share a few of those 
comments with you.
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“I always feel as home while I’m at Phoebe 
Needles; I can be myself.”  Evan

“What a place, what a view - a peaceful place 
to refresh my soul.” Anne

“Both my children have attended camp for 
several years – I love how the campers and 
staff all feel like extended family.”  Susan

“I get to try so many things I never get 
to do elsewhere – it’s the coolest.”  Elly

“Everyone needs a week to unplug, get 
away from parents, and be outdoors – 

thanks to the Phoebe 
Needles staff for making 
that happen.” Sharon

“What an amazing day 
- outdoors, great music, 
lots of people - it’s just 
great to be together!”  
Rob

“Phoebe Needles is the 
best place to spend time with your 
friends!!”  Ella

PLEASE join me in making a tax 
deductible gift today using the 
enclosed envelope, or go to our 
website:  PhoebeNeedles.org and 
donate through PayPal!

Sincerely yours,

Bob Pohlad
President of the Board of Directors

“The Bishop Light Fund was 
established in 2005 

to honor A. Heath Light, 
Fourth Bishop of the 

Diocese of Southwestern Virginia. 
Bishop Light served the Diocese 

from1979-1996.  We honor him for his 
dynamic character, warmth, 

and genuine love for the people he 
has served throughout his 

ministry.  This fund is established 
for the purpose of funding new 

and on-going ministry of 
Phoebe Needles Center., Inc” 

You can help us honor Bishop Light 
by making your contribution today.


